Survival and complications are similar after Swanson and Sutter implant replacement of metacarpophalangeal joints in patients with rheumatoid arthritis.
We compared the survival, fracture, and deformation rates of Swanson and Sutter implants in a prospective series of 53 patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA). Fifty-eight hands were operated on with 215 silastic implants. The Swanson group comprised 25 hands and 89 implants, and the Sutter group 33 and 126, respectively. Follow up was 58 (37-80) months. During a period of 48 months the survival of Swanson and Sutter prostheses did not differ significantly: 92% (95% CI 84% to 96%) and 97% (95% CI 92% to 99%), respectively. The fracture rate was high in both groups: 26 (34%) in the Swanson and 25 (26%) in the Sutter group. There was no significant difference between the groups in definite fracture rates of implants. The Sutter prosthesis appears to be at least as durable an implant in rheumatoid patients' metacarpophalangeal arthroplasty as the Swanson.